
 

 

30 January 2018 
 
 
 
Director, Planning Frameworks  
Department of Planning and Environment  
GPO Box 39  
SYDNEY  NSW  2001  
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  

 

Draft SEPP (Environment) – Response to Explanation of Intended 
Effects (EIE) 
 
The Housing Industry Association (HIA) welcomes the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed 
Draft State Environmental Planning Policy (Environment) 2017 (SEPP). This submission has been prepared 
having regard to the EIE released in October 2017.  The new SEPP forms part of the Department’s ongoing 
SEPP Review Program. HIA supports the SEPP Review Program and the improvements it has delivered 
since it commenced.   
 
Our members undertake land development, construction of new housing, renovations and other forms of 
development across New South Wales. There will be members who will have exposure to one or more of the 
State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPP) that are under review by the Department.  
 
It is understood that the SEPP Review Program is intended to deliver a less complex planning system, 
greater certainty and a streamlined approval process. There is merit in pursuing initiatives which seek the 
repeal of outdated planning requirements. It is important that the review process be maintained as an 
ongoing process to ensure the State’s planning rules are kept up to date.  
 
Consolidation of the statutory provisions from seven existing SEPPs relating to river catchments, waterway 
development, urban bushland and world heritage is considered appropriate. The aims of the review process, 
being the development of a new simple, modern and accessible document are supported and it is hoped that 
the new consolidated instrument leads to better planning outcomes.  
 
The proposed thematic structure of the new SEPP provides for the grouping together of similar issues. An 
advantage of this approach will be better useability and a reduction in the amount of planning regulation and 
rules. It is important that the new SEPP be drafted to allow for expansion to additional areas into the future 
as appropriate and where needed.  
 
As a majority of the seven SEPPs proposed for consolidation within the new SEPP were made more than 20 
years ago, many have not been subject to any review. The removal of provisions better located in a local 
environmental plan, Ministerial Direction or other SEPPs (such as the Coastal Management SEPP) is 
supported. Many of our members use the planning system despite having no formal planning education or 
training. This is also the case for much of the wider community who seek to understand the reasons for 
planning decisions and outcomes. It is logical that as part of developing a more accessible planning system, 
provisions better suited to elsewhere in the planning system are relocated.  
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It is stated on page 7 of the EIE that the new SEPP will provide a consistent level of environmental protection 
to that currently delivered by the existing SEPPs. This is a positive outcome as a simple consolidation and 
updating of statutory provisions should not result in any net loss of environmental values or safeguards. 
Industry stakeholders were made aware that this review process does not involve any significant change of 
policy and only a number of minor policy changes have been proposed. The adoption of a housekeeping 
approach to the SEPP Review Program is considered appropriate in this instance to deliver a simple, 
modern and accessible document within a reasonable timeframe.       
 
Should you require any further information regarding our submission, please contact Troy Loveday, Assistant 
Director, Residential Development and Planning on 9978-3342 or t.loveday@hia.com.au 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
HOUSING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
 
 

 
 
 
David Bare  
Executive Director 
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